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Board of Education announces plans to fill vacant seat 

“Letters of Interest” requested by July 5, 2017 

Newfane, New York, June 21, 2017:  The Newfane Central School District Board of Education 

is faced with a unique task this summer- they need to fill a Board seat vacated by a newly elected Board 

member who never actually took office.  “This is a very unusual situation,” said Superintendent Michael 

Baumann, “and ensuring that the Board takes the necessary and appropriate action has kept our legal 

advisors busy.” This past May, Newfane had two Board seats up for election, and only one candidate 

submitted a petition, ensuring his name would appear on the ballot.  That candidate, incumbent James 

(Mike) Little, easily won re-election with 409 votes.  The second Board seat was awarded to the individual 

who got the highest number of write-in votes, Stephen Kopp.  New York State Education Law states that 

unless a candidate specifically informs the District that they are not interested in serving on the Board 

within five days of being notified of the election results, the District must assume they have accepted the 

seat and will serve.  On June 11, 2017, well more than 5 days after being notified, Mr. Kopp informed the 

District he would not be able to serve on the Board due to work conflicts.  The result of that notification, 

according to the District’s legal counsel, is that the seat is considered vacant, and the Board has to decide 

whether to fill it through a special election or by appointing a “qualified individual”.   

Board decides against holding a special election.  At Tuesday night’s Board meeting, Board 

president James Schmitt directed Superintendent Baumann to issue a notice to the public that the Board 

of Education is soliciting “Letters of Interest” from any District resident who would like to serve on the school 

board.  Potential Board members must be at least 18 years of age, able to read and write, not be employed 

by the District and be a resident of the District for at least one year.  Letters of Interest can be dropped off 

to the District Clerk, Bernadette Seymour, at the District Offices on Godfrey Road in Burt, or mailed to the 

District at 6273 Charlotteville Road, Newfane, NY 14108.  In order to be considered, letters must be 

received by July 5, 2017.  “The Board will consider all applicants,” according to Schmitt, “and hope to make 

a decision and appoint our seventh Board member at our July 11 meeting.”  

Any District resident with questions or who would like more information is encouraged to contact 

Bernadette Seymour, District Clerk, at716-778-6853.   


